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KNOW YOUR NEIGHBOR

Springs artist has photographs displayed worldwide

By COMI ZERVALIS NEUBURG

SPECIALTO THE FORUM

International artist Marc
Gagnonis co-founder of
Toast To Our Troops, a local
fundraiser for the Fisher
House Foundation. The
foundation provides lodg-
ings at VA medical centers
nationwide for families of
injured soldiers.

Gagnon uses a camerato
create works of digital over-
lay and uses a computer to
create collages.

“They almost look like
Dali, but you can see what
the purpose of the piece is,
and some pieces push differ-

_ ent themes like civil rights
and the ecology,” he said.

One image of Gagnon’s
For Our Troops collage was
used to create awareness of
troops and honor local fami-
lies of injured military. Ga-
gnondepicts the faces of

i soldiers representing all cul-
o tures. The work is on perma-
© nent display at the Parkland
Library as a memorial to vet-
erans.
®  “Thepurpose of the piece
& was to show the faces of our
& troops, which incorporates
>}

all cultures, and in one im-
‘age of the collage I have sol-
diers walking up the tower
of Babelintothe
World Trade Center,”

he said.

Some of Gagnon’s
photographs and
photographicart
comprise 103 differ-
ent collections on
permanent display all
overtheworldin
high-profile venues
including the White House,
the four United States of
America presidential librar-
ies, the Smithsonian’s Na-
tional Museum of American
History in Washington D.C,,
the Vatican in Rome, the Pa-
lacio de Zarzuela Palace of
King Juan Carlos1 of Spain
and the Kensington Palace
in Kent, England.

“I'mall over the place and
have 55 different collages
and am workingon 33

- more,” he said.

Gagnonrecently com-
pleted a piece that calls for
more severe penalties for
child predators.

“I have been personally in
contact with Mark Klass
who runs Klass Kids, a foun-
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dation that raises money for
children’s rights and he had
forwarded images of his
daughter, who was
brutally murdered,
thatIincluded in my
What Of Justice
piece,” he said.

Gagnon'’s collage,
Ultimate Sacrifice -
Tributetothe Fire

Fighters of %, shows

‘afireman’s face
superimposed over
the World Trade Center and
isondisplayin New York
City at City Hall.

“That firefighter, Vinny
Cascone, is actually a survi-
vor of the collapse of the
North Tower and he was
saved by his commander,
who died saving him,” he
said.

Gagnon'’s art, which can
be viewed at www.gagno-
nart.net, hasalsobeen
shown at local galleries. His
work, Journey To The East,
ison permanent display at
the community centerin

Tamarac. Heis also a judge’

for the annual Hollywood
Art Festival, on the Board of
Directors for Archbishop
McCarthy High Schoolin

Cooper Cityandonthe
Steering Committee of Bon-
net House Museum and
Gardens in Fort Lauderdale.

Coral Springs Forum:
What are your future plans?

Marc Gagnon: We intend
to get this fundraiser, Toast
To Our Troops, to the na-
tional level. It’s a little bit
complicated but we intend
to get big corporate spon-
sors who have some type of
affiliation with the way the
art was created, and I think
we will be successful be-
causethisisagood cause.l
was recently interviewed by
Trina Robinsononthe
“South Florida Today” show
onchannel 6regarding
Toast To Our Troops and my
pieces of art that deal with
social issues.

Our last fundraiser raised
$10,000. Volunteers for our
next local fundraiser and in-
terested corporate Sponsors
can contact Mickey Figue-
roa at mickey.Figue-
roa@us.army.mil.

Forum: How did 'you be-
come involvedinart and
what is your professional

background?

Gagnon: I wasinflu-
enced by a couple of fashion
photographers I met person-
ally and some other artists. I
worked with Elliott Arkin -
from Coral Gables who isa
sculptor. He has works in
the Louvre in Paris. Avedon,
afashionphotographer,
mentored me a bit.

I worked professionally
as an artistin New Hamp-
shire but I was involved in
the banking world.

I am currently a senior
credit officer and lender for
Floridian Community Bank,
located in Davie and Juno
Beach.

Forum: Where have you
traveled?

Gagnon: I've traveled to
Argentina, England, all the
Caribbean islands, Canada,
and onthe West Coast, |
have been through all the
canyons, and Vegas.

Forum: Howdid you
come to settlein Coral
Springs?

Gagnon: When I moved
here from New Hampshire I
had a couple of friends liv-
ing in Coral Springs.



