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Join Coral Springs’ Mayor Scott Brook, Families of local military troops,

Col. Lettie J. Bien of Fisher House, Col. Allen West and former NFL

Chiefs and Redskins Running Back Donnell Bennett for an evening of fine

art, fine music with fine wine, and a food and chocolate tasting to benefit

The Fisher House (www.fisherhouse.org), a not-for-profit organization

helping military families, on:

Wednesday, May 21, 2008

5:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.

Coral Springs Museum of Art

2855 Coral Springs Drive

Coral Springs, Florida 33065

(Museum) 954-340-5000

Special Feature: Military Photographic Art by Marc Gagnon who 

has collections in the Smithsonian, Presidential Libraries and the

Pentagon in collaboration with Parkland resident retired Sergeant 

First Class Miguel Figueroa, who served in Iraq.

5% of the proceeds will benefit the Coral Springs Museum of Art.

For more information call 561-706-2586 or www.csmart.org

R e p o rte d ly , L o g a n  s a id  th a t it w a s  m o s t fittin g ; th a t th e  a n c ie n ts , 

e s p e c ia lly  th e  G re e k s , h a d  h o n o re d  th e ir d e a d , p a rtic u la rly  th e ir h e ro e s ,

b y  c h a p le ts  o f la u re l a n d  flo w e rs , a n d  th a t h e  in te n d e d  to  is s u e  a n  o rd e r

d e s ig n a tin g  a  d a y  fo r d e c o ra tin g  th e  g ra v e  o f e v e ry  s o ld ie r in  th e  la n d ,

a n d  if h e  c o u ld  h e  w o u ld  h a v e  m a d e  it a  h o lid a y .

L o g a n  h a d  th e  id e a  to  m a k e  it a  n a tio n a l h o lid a y . On  M a y  5 , 1 8 6 8 , in  h is

c a p a c ity  a s  c o m m a n d e r-in -c h ie f o f th e  G ra n d  A rm y  o f th e  R e p u b lic , a  v e t-

e ra n s ’ o rg a n iz a tio n , L o g a n  is s u e d  a  p ro c la m a tio n  th a t “De c o ra tio n  Da y ”

b e  o b s e rv e d  n a tio n w id e . It w a s  o b s e rv e d  fo r th e  firs t tim e  o n  M a y  3 0  o f

th e  s a m e  y e a r; th e  d a te  w a s  c h o s e n  b e c a u s e  it w a s  n o t th e  a n n iv e rs a ry

o f a  b a ttle . T h e  to m b s  o f fa lle n  Un io n  s o ld ie rs  w e re  d e c o ra te d  in  

re m e m b ra n c e  o f th is  d a y .

M a n y  o f th e  s ta te s  o f th e  U.S . S o u th  re fu s e d  to  c e le b ra te  De c o ra tio n

Da y , d u e  to  lin g e rin g  h o s tility  to w a rd s  th e  Un io n  A rm y  a n d  a ls o  b e c a u s e

th e re  w e re  v e ry  fe w  v e te ra n s  o f th e  Un io n  A rm y  w h o  liv e d  in  th e  S o u th . A

n o ta b le  e x c e p tio n  w a s  C o lu m b u s , M is s is s ip p i, w h ic h  o n  A p ril 2 5 , 1 8 6 6

a t its  De c o ra tio n  Da y  c o m m e m o ra te d  b o th  th e  Un io n  a n d  C o n fe d e ra te

c a s u a ltie s  b u rie d  in  its  c e m e te ry .

T h e  a lte rn a tiv e  n a m e  o f “ M e m o ria l Da y ”  w a s  firs t u s e d  in  1 8 8 2 , b u t d id

n o t b e c o m e  m o re  c o m m o n  u n til a fte r W o rld  W a r II, a n d  w a s  n o t d e c la re d

th e  o ffic ia l n a m e  b y  F e d e ra l la w  u n til 1 9 6 7 . 

FF o llo w in g  th e  e n d  o f th e  C iv il W a r, m a n y  c o m m u n itie s  s e t a s id e  a  d a y  to

m a rk  th e  e n d  o f th e  w a r o r a s  a  m e m o ria l to  th o s e  w h o  h a d  d ie d . T h e

c itie s  in c lu d e d  C h a rle s to n , S o u th  C a ro lin a ; B o a ls b u rg , P e n n s y lv a n ia ;

R ic h m o n d , V irg in ia ; C a rb o n d a le , Illin o is ; C o lu m b u s , M is s is s ip p i; m a n y

c o m m u n itie s  in  V e rm o n t; a n d , s o m e  tw o  d o z e n  o th e r c itie s  a n d  to w n s .

T h e s e  o b s e rv a n c e s  e v e n tu a lly  c o a le s c e d  a ro u n d  De c o ra tio n  Da y , h o n o r-

in g  th e  Un io n  d e a d , a n d  th e  s e v e ra l C o n fe d e ra te  M e m o ria l Da y s .

A c c o rd in g  to  P ro fe s s o r Da v id  B lig h t o f th e  Ya le  Un iv e rs ity  H is to ry

De p a rtm e n t, th e  firs t M e m o ria l Da y  w a s  o b s e rv e d  in  1 8 6 5  b y  lib e ra te d

s la v e s  a t th e  h is to ric  ra c e  tra c k  in  C h a rle s to n . T h e  s ite  w a s  a  fo rm e r

C o n fe d e ra te  p ris o n  c a m p  a s  w e ll a s  a  m a s s  g ra v e  fo r Un io n  s o ld ie rs  w h o

h a d  d ie d  w h ile  c a p tiv e . A  p a ra d e  w ith  th o u s a n d s  o f fre e d  b la c k s  a n d

Un io n  s o ld ie rs  w a s  fo llo w e d  b y  p a trio tic  s in g in g  a n d  a  p ic n ic .

T h e  o ffic ia l b irth p la c e  o f M e m o ria l Da y  is  W a te rlo o , N e w  Yo rk . It w a s  

c re d ite d  w ith  b e in g  th e  b irth p la c e  b e c a u s e  it o b s e rv e d  th e  d a y  o n  M a y  5 ,

1 8 6 6 , a n d  e a c h  y e a r th e re a fte r, a n d  b e c a u s e  it is  lik e ly  th a t th e  frie n d s h ip

o f G e n e ra l J o h n  M u rra y , a  d is tin g u is h e d  c itiz e n  o f W a te rlo o , a n d  G e n e ra l

J o h n  A . L o g a n , w h o  le d  th e  c a ll fo r th e  d a y  to  b e  o b s e rv e d  e a c h  y e a r a n d

h e lp e d  s p re a d  th e  e v e n t n a tio n w id e , w a s  a  k e y  fa c to r in  its  g ro w th .

G e n e ra l L o g a n  h a d  b e e n  im p re s s e d  b y  th e  w a y  th e  S o u th  h o n o re d  th e ir

d e a d  w ith  a  s p e c ia l d a y  a n d  d e c id e d  th e  Un io n  n e e d e d  a  s im ila r d a y .

A rticle rep rin ted  from  W ik ip ed ia

A  M e m o r i a l  D a y  T r i b u t e
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